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Ronald McDonald House of Dallas

FROM THE HEART

A Message from Our Outgoing Board Chair - Pat Staudt

PAT STAUDT
Outgoing Board Chair

years of

RMHC

Ronald
McDonald
House
Dallas

KEEPING FAMILIES CLOSE®

ear Friends of RMHD,

Serving as Board Chair for Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas has
been one of the most rewarding
experiences of my life. Over

the past few years, I have been
inspired by the resilience of the
families we serve, the dedication
of our staff, and the generosity of
our supporters. Together, we have
strengthened the foundation of the
House that Love Built, ensuring

it remains a beacon of hope and
comfort for families seeking
critical medical care for their sick
or injured child(ren) in Dallas.

I am especially proud of the
strides we’ve made in expanding
our House and its programs,
creating an even more welcoming
environment, and touching

more lives across Dallas and
beyond. The impact of this work
is immeasurable, and I am truly
grateful to have been part of

it.

The pages of this Winter Edition
of our From the Heart magazine
includes many examples of the

“good” taking place at 4707 Bengal
Street through the hands and hearts

of volunteers, donors, committed
staff, and countless partners.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS

As I pass the torch to Chair Elect,
Meredith Clavenna, I am filled
with optimism about the future of
RMHD. With the ongoing support
of this incredible community — one
of the most loyal and generous
I’ve ever known — I am certain that
the best is yet to come. It’s been
such a privilege to be a part of
RMHD’s leadership legacy, along
with fellow board members, Dolly
Dribben, James Carrol, Tim Go,
and Jenny Hanlon, whose tenures
are ending in 2024.

I’m also very excited to welcome
a dynamic group of newly elected
Board Members who will kick off
their volunteer leadership service
in January — Jonathan Adamson
(Autumn Glory Partners), Matt
Freimuth (Truist), Jason Keever
(Ryan, LLC), Dale Kunneman
(HF Sinclair), Sarah Mills (Jabian
Consulting), Neil Robinson
(SMU), and Pallavi Singaraju
(Grant Thornton).

Warmest Regards this
Holiday Season,
Pat Staudt
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saved by families

In addition to the emotional
support, families also get
substantial financial relief.
The out-of-pocket savings
for an average stay of two

weeks is approximately
$3,891 per family
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Celebrating 50 Years
of Compassmn_ate Care
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Overwhelm the world
with n,"

n October 15, our staff donned blue shirts Ronald McDonald House Charities to “overwhelm the
to acknowledge the 50th Anniversary of Ronald world with GOODNESS.”
McDonald House Charities (RMHC), founded in 1974
in Philadelphia through a successful and strategic Ronald McDonald House of Dallas, the 20th House
partnership between groundbreaking pediatric to be built, is proud to be a part of such a long and
oncologist, Dr. Audrey Evans, McDonald’s, and The wonderful legacy, now standing as the 8th largest
Philadelphia Eagles. At the RMHC International House out of 390 worldwide. As Dallas/Fort Worth
Conference in Chicago this past July, thousands continues to grow and thrive as a destination for
of staff and volunteer leadership from Houses quality healthcare, we look forward to continuing the
representing over 40 countries gathered to celebrate noble pursuit of RMHC’s vision of a world where
this dynamic milestone, five decades of impact, and every family has what they need to ensure the best

hear the global goals through 2030 that will embolden  health outcomes for their children.
5 RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS
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Creating a
Home Where
Hope Thrives

Meet our Chief Operating Officer:
Dr. Jennifer Pitts

ennifer Pitts, Ed.D., as the Chief Operating Officer at
Ronald McDonald House of Dallas (RMHD), brings a
unique blend of passion for service, strategic leadership,
and a commitment to improving the lives of families during
their most challenging times. With years of experience in
overseeing programs that directly impact families, she is
dedicated to ensuring smooth operations and creating a
welcoming, supportive environment here at RMHD.

Reflecting on her journey, Dr.
Pitts shares, “I joined this team
because I believe that compassion,
when combined with action, has
the power to change lives. Every

As the Chief Operating Officer
at Ronald McDonald House

of Dallas, my primary focus is
ensuring that our operations run
smoothly and that we deliver on

family that walks through our doors
is facing unimaginable difficulty,
and I feel it’s our job to not only
offer them a place to stay but a
community of support.”

Dr. Pitts’ dedication to family-
centered care and operational
excellence ensures that RMHD
continues to be a home away from
home for families in need.

Can you tell us about your role
at RMHD and what your day-to-
day responsibilities look like?

our mission to support families
during challenging times. My
day-to-day responsibilities include
overseeing all of our key programs,
such as meal services, building
operations, and family support
initiatives. I also work closely with
our leadership team to implement
policies, manage resources, and
drive continuous improvements to
ensure we meet the needs of every
family who walks through our
doors.

What’s one of the most

rewarding aspects of your
job at RMHD?

One of the most rewarding aspects
of my job is seeing the direct
impact we have on the families

we serve. Whether it’s a warm
meal, a safe and comfortable room,
or just a moment of relief for a
parent, every small gesture matters.
Knowing that we’re providing
comfort and stability during what
is likely one of the toughest periods
in a family’s life is incredibly
fulfilling. It’s truly an honor to be
part of a team that makes such a
meaningful difference.

What do you think makes
RMHD unique in supporting
families in need?

What makes RMHD unique is our
holistic approach to care. We don’t
just provide a place to stay; we
create a community where families
can find emotional and social
support. Our programs, from the
meals program to family-centered
activities, are designed to alleviate
as much stress as possible so that
families can focus on what matters
most—the health and well-being of
their child. We are not just a house;
we are a home away from home for
these families, and that’s something
special.

You’ve been with the
organization for a few months
now. What are some of the
biggest challenges you face

in your role, and how do you
overcome them?

One of the biggest challenges I
face in my role is balancing the
immediate needs of the families

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS




we serve with the long-term
sustainability of our programs.
We’re always looking for ways to
enhance the services we provide,
but we must do so while managing
resources efficiently. Another
challenge is ensuring that every
staff member and volunteer is
aligned with our mission and that
we’re working together seamlessly.
To overcome these challenges,

I focus on communication and
collaboration—making sure we’re
constantly evaluating our processes
and finding innovative solutions.
It’s about being adaptable and
forward-thinking while always
keeping the families at the heart of
our decisions.

FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE WINTER 2024

What advice would you give

to someone looking to get
involved with RMHD, either as a
volunteer or staff member?

My advice is simple: just show up
with an open heart. Whether you’re
looking to volunteer or become a
part of our team, it’s all about being
ready to offer compassion, support,
and your time. At RMHD, it’s

not just about fulfilling a role; it’s
about being a part of a community
that makes a tangible difference in
people’s lives. Every contribution
matters, whether you’re cooking a
meal, lending an ear to a parent, or
helping with day-to-day operations.
If you’re passionate about helping
others, RMHD is the perfect place

As the COO of
Ronald McDonald
House of Dallas,

I am reminded
every day that

compassion is not
Just a feeling, but a
call to action

- Dr. Jennifer Pitts , ,

to make a real impact.
What keeps you motivated and
inspired in your role?

The families are my greatest
source of motivation. Seeing their
resilience, strength, and love in
the face of adversity reminds me
daily of why we do what we do.
It’s incredibly inspiring to know
that we’re helping to make their
lives just a little bit easier during a
very difficult time. Also, working
with a team that is so dedicated to
our mission keeps me energized.
There’s a deep sense of purpose

in knowing that every effort we
put in is contributing to something
bigger—a community that supports
one another.



he Andrades are a close-
knit family from East Texas, by
way of Mexico, whose lives took
an unexpected turn this past June.
Jose and Faviola’s eldest child and
only daughter, Maria, fell ill due
to a combination of insect bites—a
spider bite, mosquito bite, and tick
bite—which triggered a cascade of
health challenges, including long-
term liver, kidney, and pancreas
disease. She also developed a bone
infection that affected her left
elbow, both knees, and her hip,
requiring multiple surgeries.

The Andrade family’s trials didn’t
stop there. On the Fourth of July,

9

The Andrade

Journey of Strength & Hope

Maria’s right lung collapsed,
leading to a heart attack. For 62
long seconds, her family “lost” her.
But with sheer resilience and the
help of doctors, Maria slowly began
her recovery, enduring four chest
tubes to relieve the pressure on her
lungs. Through it all, her father,
Jose, would call her his “little
monkey,” while telling the doctors
and nurses, “She may be small, but
she has the heart of King Kong.”

For the Andrade family, the
Ronald McDonald House of Dallas
(RMHD) has been more than just
a place to stay. It has been a haven,
keeping their family under one

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS

roof during the most challenging
period of their lives. “We’ve always
been close,” Mr. Andrade says.
“But when Maria first got sick, our
family was separated—my wife
and I stayed with her while our two
sons — Jose and Luis - remained
back home. That was one of the
hardest parts. Ronald McDonald
House gave us the chance to be
together again.”

Being able to have his wife and
children close provided comfort
and peace of mind in an otherwise
overwhelming situation. “This
place is truly a blessing for our
family,” Mr. Andrade shares with
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sincere gratitude. “The House
brought a sense of normalcy and
togetherness when everything else

felt uncertain.” She may be small, but she
The Andrade family’s journey haS the heart Of King Kong.

hasn’t been easy. Having only
moved to the United States last
summer to build a hopeful future
together, they found themselves
starting over in East Texas.

- Jose Andrade

other and the compassionate care

“Maria’s illness interrupted and support they’ve received from
everything,” reflects Mr. Andrade, RMHD. While Maria continues to
who drives a 4-hour commute (2 recover over the next few months,
hours both ways) to East Texas her brothers have enrolled at a
every day for work, returning to nearby school, and she was selected
the House that Love Built in Dallas  to be the Kid Conductor for Ronald
each night to be with his family. McDonald House of Dallas’ 2024
“Watching her fight through this has Trains at NorthPark exhibit, which
reminded us that life is too short.” ~ proved to be a great treat for the

entire Andrade family! Through
Despite the hardships, the Andrade  the challenges, their story remains
family remains hopeful, grateful for ~one of perseverance, love, and the
the strength they’ve found in each ~ unyielding power of family.
FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE WINTER 2024 10
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t Ronald McDonald
House of Dallas, 2024 has been
a year of incredible growth and
engagement, thanks to the support
of our invaluable corporate
and organizational partners.
These partnerships play a vital
role in providing the funding,
volunteerism, and resources
necessary to support our mission
of keeping families close during
challenging times.

This year, RMHD has welcomed
11
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oaring at RMHD

new partners like the City of
Dallas Park and Recreation
Department, Acquire BPO, and
Lennar Homes, alongside deeper
collaborations with long-standing
supporters such as Southwest
Airlines, Addison Rotary, and HF
Sinclair. New third-party initiatives
have also been instrumental,

with organizations like Windsor
Apartment Communities,
Cavender Auto Group, and The
Hopeful Theatre Project making a
significant impact.

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS

We are especially grateful for
Southwest Airlines’ longstanding
partnership, which includes
regular support of our Meals

that Heal program, employee
giving campaigns, the donation
of flights to families, and special
events such as the SWA Supply
Chain golf tournament, the Texas/
Oklahoma Plane Pull, and the
inaugural Wings & Wheels event.
Together, Southwest Airlines and
RMHD’s hearts are aligned in a



shared mission to do good, creating
meaningful impacts for families

in need and serving as a model

for compassionate community
engagement.

Our excitement is especially high
for our partnership with City of
Dallas Park and Recreation in
2025, which kicks off its support
of various House programs, such
as Camp Cornet, and the provision
of and access to recreational
activities that connect children and

families to area parks, libraries,
and other community resources for
meaningful family time and fun.

We’re also thrilled to announce
Lennar Homes’ commitment of
$58,000 per year for three years,
dedicated to supporting RMHD’s
essential transportation program,
which ensures our families without
vehicles can access medical care
and vital services during their stay.

At a recent check presentation

at the House, Greg Mayberry,
Division President of Lennar DFW,
stated that Ronald McDonald
House of Dallas embodies the
critical core values of Lennar. “The
ability to have an impact on folks’
lives is paramount...it seems like a
seamless alignment between Lennar
and Ronald McDonald House,” he

says. “We’re excited to join hands
and work together. We’re very
happy to contribute to their ability
to help families.”

Corporate partners also continue
to play a pivotal role in our

major fundraisers as sponsors.
LiquidAgents Healthcare served
as title sponsor of the annual Gala,
while Bank of Texas renewed its
support as presenting sponsor of
TRAINS AT NORTHPARK for
the 16th consecutive year. These
partnerships provide critical
funding that allows RMHD to offer
comfort, care, and hope to families
when they need it most.

Ronald McDonald House of Dallas
is emboldened by the generosity of
members of the business and civic
community.

FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE WINTER 2024 12



ne moment, everything is as it should be—
then it isn’t. Families arrive at our door with their lives
interrupted by a diagnosis, a medical emergency, or
mounting bills. They come to Dallas seeking healing,
their hearts heavy and worlds turned upside down. But
here, in the House that Love built, they find more than
shelter—they find hope.

For 43 years, Ronald McDonald House of Dallas has
been a refuge, offering more than a bed and a meal.
We provide comfort, a home-away-from-home, and
peace of mind so parents can focus on their child’s
health. But today, more families are knocking, and too
many are being turned away. We need your help to
meet this growing demand.

This holiday season, your gift can make a lasting
impact. Every donation helps us provide love, warmth,
and support during life’s hardest moments. Together,
we can ensure no family is left without hope, comfort,
or a home. When love answers, miracles happen.

Thank

\X/hen Life Interrupts,
Love Answers

Families need our
FREE care more than
ever. Scan the QR

J code to hear how one

ﬁ L F
ﬁf}. Y ° family’s life was

interrupted and the
ways RMHD was able
to answer the call.

you for supporting

the House that Love Built!

Your contribution translates

into IMPACT:

%

A gift of $25

provides snacks for one family
during their stay

7

A gift of $1OO

provides transportation for families to
and from the hospital for one week

g(
&

A gift of $5oo

provides 1 meal to our families

D

1Y

A gift of $2,500
helps RMHD cover utilities and household

supplies for one week in our 78,000 sq.ft.
facility, with 89 rooms

v

=)

A gift of $5’5OO

covers the cost of one guest
room for one month

13 RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS
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Méet The Voluntee

Services Team

The: frienaly faces of RMHD

Melissa Martin
Volunteer Services Manager

As the Volunteer Services Manager at RMHD, Melissa
has seen countless acts of kindness, but what stands
out most is the energy and heart our volunteers bring
to the families. These dedicated individuals give their
time, often sacrificing weekends and evenings, to
create moments of joy and relief for families facing
unimaginable challenges. Whether they’re hosting
game nights, leading crafts, or preparing comforting
meals, Martin believes they don’t just fill the days with
activities, they fill hearts with hope.

According to Melissa, parents frequently share how
much these small moments mean—watching their
children smile or laugh again, even briefly, brings

a sense of comfort during tough times. Volunteers,
whether theyre seasoned or first-timers, demonstrate
that compassion has no limits. She believes, together,
we can uplift families in their most difficult moments
and provide them with the care and hope they need to
stay strong.

Kristin Killgo
Family Activities Manager

At RMHD, overseeing group volunteers is a vibrant
and heartwarming job, filled with opportunities to
make a real impact. From meal groups to family
activities, each day brings a chance to turn stress
into joy. One unforgettable moment came on
Kristin’s second day during a summer kick-off party.
Overwhelmed by the newness of the role, she heard
a child shout, “This is the best day of my life!” In that
instant, the pressure faded, and she knew she was
exactly where she needed to be.

Killgo has observed what sets RMHD apart from other
organizations — the holistic care for the entire family,
ensuring that everyone—not just the patient—feels
supported. She also values the team culture at RMHD
where it is all about pitching in, whether it’s cooking
meals or helping wherever needed. She encourages
volunteers to come in with an open mind and heart,

as everyone who walks into our House has a different
story and it is an honor to be a small part of it.

FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE WINTER 2024 14



Meet Three Dynamic Volunteers for RMHD

Steven Zackert

and The Harvex's

ackert and The Harvey’s”
may sound like the name of a
classic rock group, but this trio
is far from it, although they do
make the hearts of RMHD staff
and families sing with their loyal
and generous gift of volunteerism.
Steven Zackert has volunteered
with the House for a decade in
a unique capacity, while Sally
and Roy Harvey have joyously
and consistently served as front
desk receptionists together, once
a week. They represent just three
of over 3,000 volunteers our
House depends on each year to
join us in providing dignified and
compassionate care to the children
and families who call RMHD their
home-away-from-home.
Steve began volunteering in 2014

15

after retiring from a Finance
position with the City of Mesquite.
After selling his house and moving
to the neighborhood, he decided to
start volunteering, first at the front
desk and in the kitchen. “When
Whitney (RMHD’s CFO) broke
her wrist, I was recruited to start
helping with financial reporting
since I have a degree in accounting.
From there, I eventually started
working on annual reporting for
TRAINS AT NORTHPARK,”
shares Zackert.

His financial reporting for RMHD’s
largest and signature fundraising
event, TRAINS, is significant and
extensive. He pulls all the data
from the POS software utilized for
TRAINS and the result is typically
a 20-page report summarizing

all the important financial data

and statistics from the seven to

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS

eight weeks run of TRAINS, that
is in essence an annual seasonal
business benefiting Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas. “I
make sure to report historical
data as well, so RMHD knows
what works and what needs
improvement,” he explains.

Sally Harvey began volunteering
for RMHD thirteen years ago,
while she was still working and
found it to be a lot of fun. Roy
joined her three years ago, after
retiring. They work as front

desk volunteers every Monday,
accepting daily shipments from
FedEX, Amazon, USPS and UPS
and assisting guest families. “We
make sure RMHD runs efficiently
and help with problems. Roy drives
families to and from the hospitals,
connecting with many of them,”
says Sally.

Volunteering with Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas is
personal for the Harvey’s as they
have a son that went to Scottish
Rite and their daughter worked as
a nurse there. She currently works
with another partner hospital of
RMHD - Children’s Health, in
the Oncology Department. “We
love this community and helping
people,” Roy shares. Always with a
happy heart and welcoming spirit,
he also admits their goal to get
people to smile and laugh as often
as possible.

For Steve, RMHD is a great fit
because he’s able to contribute
using his accounting skillset. “I
also get along really well with the
staff,” he says. “I see this as my
contribution to human kindness.”
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RMHD’s
Teen Team

Proves There's No Age
Limit on Compassion

These high school students,

who volunteer their weekends,
evenings, and school breaks, are
more than just helping hands.
They’re young leaders learning the
power of compassion and making
a lasting difference in the lives of
families going through the hardest
moments imaginable.

“These teens aren’t just here

to help,” says Melissa Martin,
Volunteer Services Manager,
“They’re here to offer hope. In the
middle of all the uncertainty and
stress, they give families a reason
to smile.”

RMHD'’s Teen Team steps in to
remind our House guests that they
are surrounded by a community
that cares. Throughout the year,
the teens take on a wide variety of
tasks designed to bring comfort,
joy, and a sense of normalcy to
families by hosting game nights,
leading craft activities, or assisting
with scavenger hunts during

the popular Trains at NorthPark
exhibit. Their contributions are felt
deeply. And for families in need of
a good meal, the Teen Team often
steps into the kitchen, cooking
comforting dishes that nourish both
the body and the soul.

t Ronald McDonald House
of Dallas, the spirit of service comes
to life in so many ways. But nothing
compares to the energy, enthusiasm,
and heart brought by one group in
particular—the Teen Team.

For the teenagers, many of whom
are experiencing the joy of giving
back for the first time, volunteering
at RMHD is an opportunity

to grow, learn, and develop a
deeper sense of empathy. They

see firsthand the impact that even
small acts of kindness can have on
someone’s life, and it’s a lesson
that will stay with them long after
their time on the Teen Team is over.

. )y i
o agl/ -
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Helping Hands for Meals That Heal

MHD is among
less than 40% of 390
Houses globally that serve
a meal to their families.
We also represent an even
smaller number of Houses
to serve 3 meals a day.

For over three decades, our Meals
That Heal program has been a
cornerstone of the support services
we provide, ensuring that families
have access to nutritious meals
while they focus on the health and
recovery of their child. Our House
kitchen is truly the “heart” of the
HOUSE that Love Built in Dallas.

19

Commercial Real Estate Attorney
Bill Sladek and his family have
been cooking and volunteering

in Ronald McDonald House

of Dallas’ kitchen monthly, for
almost fourteen years. “The Meals
program and the RMHD families
have a special place in our hearts,”
says Mr. Sladek, who has worked
on some of the highest profile retail
and mixed-use developments in
North Texas.

The House’s vital Meals That Heal
program is solely supported by the
dedication of approximately 800
volunteers and the culinary skill
of a small and talented kitchen
staff that includes an onsite Chef,

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE OF DALLAS

food services coordinator, and an
incoming sous-chef.

The Sladek family proudly call
themselves members of the army
of willing workers that regularly
share their time ensuring RMHD’s
Meals that Heal program thrives.
In fact, Bill’s commitment to Chef
Zach’s vision for the program was
made evident in his successful
recruitment of five area well
respected, celebrity chefs for the
House’s inaugural Chili Cook off
held on North Texas Giving Day,
in September, that included Chef
Richard Chamberlain, Chef Jim
Severson, and Top Chef, John
Tesar.
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his year marks the largest
footprint for TRAINS, that will
run through January 5, enchanting
approximately 50,000 families,
while raising critical funds to
keep the families that call RMHD
a temporary home-away-from-
home, close during their children’s
medical treatments.

Co-chaired by Becky Jones and
Cory Bowen, with Amanda and
G. Brint Ryan as Honorary Chairs,
an ambitious goal to raise $1.1
Million for RMHD’s programs has
been set for 2024. New highlights
of the exhibit include ReBokeh
technology, enhancing the visual
experience for individuals with

The 20

EVENTS///

24
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28

presented by Bank of Texas, is

back and bigger than ever, blending a
37-year cherished tradition with exciting
new features to support Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas.

visual impairments; sensory
friendly hours; expanded
merchandise options in the
Bywaters Gift Shop; and a
S.T.E.A.M. inspired experience,
exploring the science of trains
and that of the various trainscapes
included in the exhibit.

In addition, all children visiting
this year are gifted with a free
activity and coloring book as a
special memento, designed by three
art students at Savannah College of
Art and Design.

RMHD is grateful for the generous
support of Nancy Nasher and the
NorthPark team for hosting this
signature fundraiser for the House
and its successful collaboration
with TW Train Worx whose
unique craftsmanship and design

elements provide stunning layouts
and trainscapes, including one
completely made of Legos!

It’s more than an event—it’s a
celebration of art, community, and
the season of giving.

Roger Farkash, TW Train Worx
Chief Traingineer who has been
collecting trains since he was
three years old, says that there is
no separating Christmas and the
Holidays from TRAINS. “It’s a
tradition for so many families.
This is such a special occasion,
and I can go to the House and see
how TRAINS is contributing there
through the experience TW Worx
has created through the exhibit.”
Farkash and so many more are
inspired by the healing and hope
that ultimately comes from the
“wonder” of TRAINS.

FROM THE HEART MAGAZINE WINTER 2024 22
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Big Board  Rattle Prizes

ART: DONALD ROBERTSON

Join us to ROCK THE HOVSE in support
of Ronald McDonald House of Dallas

(formerly Under the Moonlight Gala).

Ronald o o= k
McDonald
House’

» Dallas

2025 Rock the House Committee Members

Laura Petka, Chair
Meghan Aderksen
Katie Allen

Lindy Berkley

Blair Butler Amy McEvoy
Leigh Danley Caroline Owen
Stephanie Helman Amee Parekh
Janie Lazares Irna Parma
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Lauren Pond
Leslie Roussev
Julie Struble
Katrina Vidovic



RMHD HOLDS INAUGURAL EVENT ON

orth Texas Giving Day,
the Communities Foundation
of Texas’ largest community
investment initiative and one of
the country’s most celebrated
philanthropic ventures, was
truly a day of FUNd-raising
for RMHD! Not only did we
exceed our budgeted goal of
$100,000 by garnering $110,260
(the largest to date) - $50,000 of
which was a contribution from an
Anonymous Friend — but RMHD
also held an inaugural GREAT
CHILI COOK OFF & OPEN
HOUSE to create excitement and
exposure around our mission and
great works. This was also an
opportunity to ensure a bit of fun
and respite for our families, as we
partnered with several area artists
and organizations to provide a
myriad of in-kind activities and
entertainment throughout the day,
including aerial performances, face
painting, family portraits, a fun

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY

bus, train ride, and more.

Much appreciation to Amazing
Attractions, Bubble Truck D/FW,
Dallas Circus Center, Fun Bus
Dallas County, Ghostbusters:
Texas Rangers Division, Mini
Hooves of Love, and Texas
Johnny 5 Build for spreading
joy at our House and to Dallas
Park and Recreation, PAH
Management, and Southwest
Airlines’ employees for
volunteering on the big day.

We were thrilled to have five
area celebrated chefs serve as
judges for our kick-off that
included three competing

teams — Friends of the House
(RMHD’s Young Professionals
auxiliary), a House Guests family
team led by Christina Tutt, and
Quality Custom Distribution
(QCD). Richard Chamberlain
(Chamberlain’s Steak & Fish),
Lan Nickens (Chamberlain’s),

Jim Severson (Sevy’s), Top Chef
John Tesar (Knife), and Michael
“Buzzy” Zeve (Sevy’s) were
impressed by all of the chili and
selected QCD’s offering as their
favorite.

Another high note of the day was a
surprise visit from Olympic Gold
Medalist, Michelle Carter, who
medaled in shot put at the 2016 Rio
Olympics. She is the first American
woman to win gold in the sport and
grew up in Red Oak.

RMHD is tremendously grateful
for the generosity of so many
friends — old and new — who helped
make North Texas Giving Day such
a success.

Watch our NTGD Video
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Keeping families close’

Ronald McDonald House of Dallas (RMHD) is keeping
families together, inspiring strength, and giving love
and support to families whose children are receiving
essential medical care.

In an effort to lessen the burden, reduce stress, keep the
family intact, and enhance the quality of life for these
families, RMHD provides temporary housing in a caring
home-like atmosphere. The Ronald McDonald House
program was built on the simple idea that nothing else
should matter when a family is focused on healing their
child - not where they can afford to stay, where they will
get their next meal, or where they will lay their head at
night to rest.

The trademarks used herein are owned by Ronald McDonald House Charities and
its affiliates and are used under license: Ronald McDonald House of Dallas, Ronald
McDonald House of Dallas Logo and RMHD.
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